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Barber Greene

Barber-Greene Company was a company founded in 1916 by American
mechanical engineers Harry H. Barber and William B. Greene. It was formed to
sell standardized material-handling machines to mechanize small manual tasks
in an economical way. Though the company began by offering conveyors and
bucket loaders, it is best known for its contributions to the asphalt field. In
1959, the company went public and was sold to Astec in 1986.

William Batchelder Greene (April 4, 1819 – May 30, 1878) was a 19th-century
individualist anarchist, Unitarian minister, soldier, and promoter of free banking
in the United States. Greene was a member of the First International.

Biography

Born in Haverhill, Massachusetts, Greene was the son of the Democratic
journalist and Boston postmaster Nathaniel Greene. He was appointed to the
United States Military Academy from Massachusetts in 1835, but he left before
graduation. He was made 2nd lieutenant in the 7th infantry in July 1839 and
after serving in the second Seminole War resigned in November 1841.
Subsequently, he was connected with George Ripley's utopian movement at
Brook Farm, after which he met several transcendentalists including Orestes
Brownson, Elizabeth Peabody and Ralph Waldo Emerson.
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According to James J. Martin in Men Against the State, Greene did not become
a "full-fledged anarchist" until the last decade of his life, but his writings show
that by 1850 he had articulated a Christian mutualism, drawing heavily on the
writings of Pierre-Joseph Proudhon's sometimes-antagonist Pierre Leroux (see
Equality; 1849 and Mutual Banking; 1850), writing in The Radical Deficiency
of Existing Circulating Medium (1857):

The existing organization of credit is the daughter of hard money, begotten
upon it incestuously by that insufficiency of circulating medium which results
from laws making specie the sole legal tender. The immediate consequences of
confused credit are want of confidence, loss of time, commercial frauds,
fruitless and repeated applications for payment, complicated with irregular and
ruinous expanses. The ultimate consequences are compositions, bad debts,
expensive accommodation-loans, law-suits, insolvency, bankruptcy, separation
of classes, hostility, hunger, extravagance, distress, riots, civil war, and, finally,
revolution. The natural consequences of mutual banking are, first of all, the
creation of order, and the definitive establishment of due organization in the
social body, and, ultimately, the cure of all the evils. which flow from the
present incoherence and disruption in the relations of production and commerce.
In his radical, anonymously published pamphlet Equality, Greene had this to
say about equality before the law: "It is right that persons should be equal
before the law: but when we have established equality before the law, our work
is but half done. We ought to have EQUAL LAWS also". His comments were
directed towards the creation of corporations.

Greene spent his final days in Somerset, England. His remains were transported
to Boston to be buried at Forest Hills, Roxbury (Jamaica Plain).

COL. WILLIAM B. GREENE, 33°.

This Supreme Council and the Council of Deliberation for the Order in
Massachusetts are called upon to deplore the death of their Ill. Bro. WILLIAM
BATCHELDER GREENE, Sov. Gr. Inspector-General Honorary of the Thirty-
third Degree of the Scottish Rite of this Jurisdiction.



Col. Greene was made a Mason in Paris when a resident there, and after
resuming his citizenship in this State, was advanced through the various Bodies
of the Scottish Rite, taking his Thirty-second Degree in the Massachusetts
Consistory Nov. 17, 1871; and the following year, Sept. 20, 1872, he received
in New York the degree of Sov. Gr. Inspector-General of the Third-third Degree
Honorary for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States.

He was warmly attached to Masonic institutions, and his vast acquirements and
able pen were not unfrequently put at the service of the craft in illustrating the
antiquity of their usages and the religious profundity of their mysteries. Col.
Greene was born April 4, 1819, in Haverhill, Mass.; and was the son of
Nathaniel Greene, Esq., the founder of The Boston Post and Statesman, and
postmaster of Boston under Gen. Jackson and some succeeding administrations.
On his mother’s side he was allied in blood with the poet Whittier, the
statesman Webster, and the romancist Hawthorne, He was educated at West
Point, and resigned before graduating because of his health. Becoming restored
in health, he desired to resume his career in the army, and went to Washington
with letters from Mr. Henshaw and other leading Democrats. The War
Department advised him he needed the support of one or more Senators of his
State. He called on Mr. Webster, and showed him his credentials. Mr. Webster
looked them over, and said, “These letters seem strong and sufficient. They are
written by gentlemen who know you: I don’t know you, sir.” Young Greene,
who was fully six feet tall, with an eye as keen as Webster’s stood up and said,
“Mr. Webster, do you think I am tall enough to be a soldier?”—“Yes,
sir.”—“Will you be kind enough to say that for me?” Greene, in alluding to it,
said, “He then wrote me the best letter I ever had in my life.” Col. Greene
entered the army, and served two years in the Florida war with distinction; he
also served some time in Arkansas. His commission as a lieutenant was dated
July 1, 1839. Leaving the army, he returned to Massachusetts. Subsequently he
entered the Baptist Seminary at Newton, and soon after studied at the
Theological Seminary at Harvard. He married Anna, (laughter of Robert G.
Shaw, Esq., and was settled at Brookfield over a Unitarian congregation, where
he remained several years, and then removed to Paris, and resided there till the



breaking out of the Rebellion of 1861. when he tendered his services, returned
with his family, and was commissioned colonel of the Fourteenth Regiment of
Massachusetts Infantry Volunteers, which subsequently became the First Heavy
Artillery. After much responsible service with his regiment, which he brought
into efficient discipline, and the charge of a brigade and of the line of forts that
covered Washington, he resigned, and acted as volunteer aide to Gen. Butler in
the campaign before Petersburg. He then returned to the neighborhood of
Boston, where he resided until a year and a half ago, when, on the occasion of
the marriage of his only son in England, the colonel and his, wife went to
England, whence never was he to return alive. For over a year prior to his death
his health had been a source of great anxiety to his friends. He bore up against
suffering with undaunted resolution.

He died at Weston-super-Mare, in England, May 30, 1878. His remains were
interred at Forest Hills, Boston, on St. John’s Day following.

When the shadow of death was deepening around him, and the flame of life was
flickering, his thoughts still reverted to his Brethren of the Scottish Rite; and he
asked his wife to write as he should dictate. She wrote, “The Grand Jewel of the
thirty-third and last degree of Ancient and Accepted Freemasonry to —–; ” and
he named the Brother of the degree to whom he bequeathed it. “Then followed,”
writes his excellent wife to a friend, “some directions about the nurse; and then
he sank back exhausted. This was the only time during his long illness that he
gave me any directions, and, indeed, the only bequest he made.”

Our Brother was essentially a man of energy and a student. He was profoundly
versed in high mathematics, and was a keen metaphysical philosopher. In the
prosecution of his studies he mastered the classical languages, Hebrew,
Aramaic, and, to a fair extent, the Egyptian Demotic. He took great delight in
exploring the sources of Kabbalistic mysticism, and became versed in the
higher arcana of Freemasonry and in the keys of the metaphysical conceptions
of various creeds, ancient and modern, to an extent rarely equalled among the
learned of kindred tastes in his time. On these subjects he was a perspicuous
writer. “The Blazing Star,” and some reports on Egyptian Symbology,



preserved in our archives, a translation of the Book at Job, and a work on the
Jewish Kabbalah, attest the depth of his research. He also wrote on mathematics
and metaphysics. Much of his time was given to questions of social reform, and
he was religiously interested in endeavors to improve the condition of the men
and women of the working classes. He was a reformer who flinched at no
consequences which logically followed from the principles of equity and
justice, which he held to have emanated from the Supreme Architect as the
foundation and object of civilization. His deep and fervent piety impressed on
all his works a conscientious adherence to divine right and truth. He believed in
the people, in the liberty of speech, and in human liberty; and whether he fought
the fight of principle standing alone, or girt with popular majorities, his courage
and his individuality alike shone conspicuous.

Naturally endowed with rare intellectual abilities, the ardor of his investigation
into the stored knowledge of the world gave full employment for his faculties.
His ample means rendered the pursuit of wealth unnecessary, and admitted of
the concentration of his energy on these matters of predilection. His
conversation was rich with knowledge, without pedantry and, with that close
reasoning which spontaneously flowed from the logical character of his mind.
His dislike of the superficial, and fondness for thoroughness in everything he
undertook, made him an instructive companion to the well informed in the
branches of knowledge he affected. He was not the follower of any particular
school of opinions, but formed his own conclusions on questions, after giving
them thorough study; consequently he differed from whatever political party he
might be acting with in more points than he agreed with it. He was very willing
to organize to push his views of social questions into political parties; but he
was no politician, and never tried to be. Political preferment not unfrequently
sought him, but found him impracticable to more party views. Yet he had broad
and liberal opinions on matters of statesmanship and social progress, perhaps
more advanced than his generation, but involving absolute recognition of the
democratic basis of all just government.

Let me recall an anecdote I have heard from his lips. Col. Greene came to reside
in Paris soon after the coup d’état which made Louis Napoleon Emperor of the



French. The colonel was one of the grimmest of republicans. For years in his
daily walks on the Champs Elysées, frequently he met the emperor riding. The
etiquette of the country required that citizens thus meeting the emperor should
perform the ordinary salutation of touching the hat,—a courtesy always returned
by the emperor. The long arms of the tall American invariably remained
pendent, and his hat clung to his brows. But one day, at last, the emperor threw
the sword of France into the balance to aid the cause of Italian liberty. The next
time they met, Greene wheeled fronting the curbstone, drew up his form and
made a regular military salute. The emperor raised his hat, and bowed deep to
the crest of his charger, with a smile of satisfaction warming his cold eyes as if
to say, “I have now found a way to your stern republican heart.” Had the
emperor adhered to the moral pointed by this salute, what shame and sorrow
would have been avoided for himself and France!

The rare goodness, benevolence, and charity of our Brother’s heart bound to
him troops of friends in every walk of life. His old soldiers found him always
ready to help them in their difficulties with advice. counsel, or purse. The
working men and women had in him a friend who spared nothing in efforts to
improve their condition. In works of charity and comfort in daily life showed
that the teachings of the Master had fallen on a fruitful soil. Duty was to him a
word of pregnant obligation as a Mason, a soldier, a citizen, and a Christian;
and he never shrank from its call. He was no malingerer in the great combat of
life. He was a man of strong feelings, and, when occasion called, of strong
utterances; always ready to defend the weak against the strong, and to vindicate
the liberty of the individual to criticise laws, institutions, and doctrines. The
doctrine of the Revolutionary fathers, that the civil and intellectual liberty of the
individual is the sole purpose of government, and the Bill of Rights the chief
commandment of sovereignty, was to him the living principle of political right.
The domestic life of our Brother was a source of great happiness and cheerful
sympathy in his labors. The loss of his only daughter, who was wrecked in “The
Schiller” May 10, 1875, threw a cloud over the household which never faded
away. Companions, this Prince of Jerusalem wrought on the Temple in the
earnest trust that the truth liveth and conquereth forevermore.



Brethren, this accomplished Knight Mason in his life truly proved himself a
Chevalier of the Rose Croix. Bravely he bore the banner of faith, with unshaken
purpose he trod the path of hope, and with a full and generous hand he fulfilled
the mission of charity.

As a Knight of Kadosh he bore with vigor the lance of logic and metaphysics
against the Saracen, and never declined a challenge to tilt for his faith. In the
rule of Equity and justice he always employed a just measure and a just balance.
As a Sovereign Grand Inspector-General, unremitting were his efforts for the
liberation of the human race from the bonds of darkness and sorrow. In the
cause of his country and the fraternity, he was strong of wing and keen of sight,
like the symbolic Eagle of our banners. The dew of light which fell on his
thoughtful mind kept the significant oak leaves that bound his brow, fresh and
unwithered. Now energy of thought and action is at rest; the working tools have
dropped from the master’s hand, and as a Sovereign Grand Inspector-General
he has passed beyond the screen that limits mortal sight, amid the tears of his
family, the grief of those who had felt his bounty, and the sorrow of his friends
and companions. Nearer to the Rose of universal light, closer to the Supreme
Architect he humbly adored, surrounded by that radiance reserved for the good;
the true, the just, he abides the coming of those he loved on earth However rust
may now tarnish the armor, sword, and lance he bore so ‘trenchantly in life, the
record will stand, that, while his spirit warmed them here, honor shone refulgent
from every scale and blade.

Good Mason, good soldier, good man, fare you well !

History of the Asphalt Paver

On November 15, 1930, in Aurora, Illinois, Harry Barber made a sketch of a
new machine that became the Asphalt paver. Harry asked patent attorney W.R.
Chambers to examine this new machine. The patent was filed on August 20,
1932 with a publication date on December 22, 1936. This eventually became
the beginning of the development of the modern asphalt paver. Today there is
an entire industry that has been developed from this invention. The machine



mixed and placed asphalt in a single operation. This was first exhibited at the
1931 Road Show in St. Louis. Barber realized that the mixing and placing
operations needed to be separated, and the mixing section became the line of
Barber Greene asphalt plants and the placing section became the Barber Greene
paver line. The early pavers used screw conveyors to distribute the mix in front
of a screed that tamped the mix. This process meant that the asphalt was
suitable for coarse-graded mixes. Dense-graded mixes that were common on
city streets the machine experienced problems including surface imperfections.
In 1933, Barber's son Ashley joined the company and in the same year the
independent floating screed was developed. This screed, along with the tamper
bar that permitted uniform material density of the finished surface were the two
key features that made the machine successful. Early pavers had a hopper which
material was dumped into and spread by an auger. The floating screed was
supported by runners that traveled on the prepared base material. On April 10,
1936, the U.S. Patent Office issued the initial patent number 2,138,828
"Machine for and process of laying roads", and on December 6, 1938, this
patent was granted. By 1934, production had started on the model 79 paver
which featured a feeder conveyor to move the material to the auger. Jn 1936 the
879 model was introduced. By 1940, this machine was upgraded to the 879-A
Model. This machine was the standard asphalt paver around the world until the
mid-1950s. These basic features that were introduced by Barber Greene have
been incorporated into most asphalt pavers in use today (1987).

Other Barber Greene firsts include:

First Synchronized tampers (1945)

First paver on rubber crawlers (1958)

First hydraulic paver (1959)

First automatic screed control (1960)

First hydrostatic paver (1970)



Barber-Greene also made a successful line of trenching machines, asphalt batch
plants, asphalt drum mixing plants, and road recyclers called Dynaplanes.

Dissolution

Barber-Greene shut down its manufacturing plant in Aurora, Illinois in 1985
and was later purchased by Astec Industries of Chattanooga, Tennessee in late
1986. The Barber-Greene headquarters in Aurora, Illinois was then sold to
Transbulk Distribution Centers, Inc. for $2.9 million in 1987. The Barber-
Greene Co of DeKalb (which manufactured paving equipment) was purchased
by Caterpillar Inc. for approximately $25 million in 1991.

Models

--Barber-Greene Pavers 79, 879, 879A

--873, SB30, SB41, SB50, SB110, SB111, SB121, SB131, SB140, SB170

--SA35, SA41, SA145, SA150, SA190

--BG210, BG210B, BG270 BG220, BG240, BG260

--BG220B, BG240B, BG260B

--BG225, BG245, BG265

--BG225B, BG245B, BG265B

--BG610H, BG650

--BG240C, BG260C,

--BG225C, BG245C, BG2455C,

--700 Road Widener, 710 Road Widener



--Barber-Greene Profilers

--RX20, RX30, RX40B, RX50, RX80, RX80B

Gallery

-----A Barber Greene Paver-----

Picture of W.B. Greene -- Barber Greene Paver

----Barber Greene 879 Paver----

Picture of W.B. Greene -- Barber Greene 879 Paver

----Barber Greene SB131 Paver----
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When did Barber-Greene go out of business?

1986

Barber Greene

Industry Earth Movers, Asphalt

Founders Harry H. Barber and William B. Greene

Defunct 1986

Fate Purchased by Astec Industries of Chattanooga, Tennessee in late 1986.

Headquarters Aurora , USA

Barber-Greene is no longer in existence, following the purchase of its paving
products by Caterpillar in 1991.
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